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But when I wrote that little story I felt that I was on that
very boat, going down those stairs, smelling the smell of the
saloon. And when the stewardess came in and said, ‘We're
rather empty, we may pitch a little” I can’t believe that my

sofa did not pitch. And one moment I had a little bun of silk-
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white hair and a bonnet and the next I was Fenella hugging
the swan neck umbrella. It was so vivid — terribly vivid —
especially as they drove away and heard the sea as slowly it
turned on the beach. Why —1I don’t know. It wasn't a memory
of a real experience. It was a kind of possession. I might
have remained the grandma for ever after if the wind had
changed that moment. And that would have been a little bit
embarrassing for Middleton Murry. .. But don’t you feel that
when you write? I think one always feels it. (£ ¥V v 7 ki
FxoFF) Y
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It was dark on the Old Wharf, very dark; the wool sheds,
the cattle trucks, the cranes standing up so high, the little
squat railway engine, all seemed carved out of solid darkness.
Here and there on a rounded wood-pile, that was like the
stalk of a huge black mushroom, there hung a lantern, but it

seemed afraid to unfurl its timid, quivering light in all that
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blackness; it burned softly, as if for itself. (p. 321)
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L) IR 2 K ERAHEICIN T 5, BRI EZERICL
BHL, FEEEY, FERELESEE, FEICELEUL
TV 7 L—VH, PNERTACY LIEEE, Zh563XT
DYBENRERDOBL T o TEoTH L L) I DbIhE, 22
CCHEMARERARERIZALCILO R, TRHIEERER
WF ) ADEDLHIZEFPZ T ENDLIE, T8 DT
DVHRH-TH, BROPTBEBLELEZ, BPIURZTVS
W23 &%\, fEMOBEH AT 5 ZOlEHIE, $52TAME
HARATLEINEEDONZIFIERALWLOD L) IHlin
N, FECT7 A2 IVEHL TV LHEOTE X RBL T2,
[FERZBVF/a0x] Lv) RIS, POBELIZH R DHH
DIEEIE, SHROEFITH T LRV G IREERLTVWDLES
AEDo F, BEBLLLAZEZZT V8 v DILOMES
FELTWDE 724 7ONHMREERLON S,

Fenella’s father pushed on with quick, nervous strides.
Beside him her grandma bustled along in her crackling black
ulster; they went so fast that she had now and again to give
an undignified little skip to keep up with them. As well as
her luggage strapped into a neat sausage, Fenella carried
clasped to her her grandma’s umbrella, and the handle,
which was a swan’s head, kept giving her shoulder a sharp
little peck as if it too wanted her to hurry.. Men, their caps
pulled down, their collars turned up, swung by; a few women
all muffled scurried along; and one tiny boy, only his little
black arms and legs showing out of a white woolly shawl,
was jerked along angrily between his father and mother; he
looked like a baby fly that had fallen into the cream. (pp. 321-
322)
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A shilling! She must be going away for ever! “Father!”
cried Fenella. But he was gone. He was the last off the ship.
The sailors put their shoulders to the gangway. A huge coil
of dark rope went flying through the air and fell “thump” on
the wharf. A bell rang; a whistle shrilled. Silently the dark
wharf began to slip, to slide, to edge away from them. Now
there was a rush of water between. Fenella strained to see
with all her might. “Was that father turning round?” — or
waving? — or standing alone? — or walking off by himself?
The strip of water grew broader, darker. Now the Picton

boat began to swing round steady, pointing out to sea. It was
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no good looking any longer. There was nothing to be seen
but a few lights, the face of the town clock hanging in the
air, and more lights, little patches of them, on the dark hills.
(p. 323)
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“I hope — " began the stewardess. Then she turned

round and took a long, mournful look at grandma’s blackness
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and at Fenella’s black coat and skirt, black blouse, and hat
with a crape rose.

Grandma nodded. ‘It was God's will,” said she.

The stewardess shut her lips and, taking a deep breath,
she seemed to expand.

“What I always say is,” she said, as though it was her own
discovery, “sooner or later each of us has to go, and that's a

certingty.” She paused. (p. 325)
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Then she undid her bodice, and something under that,
and something else underneath that. Then there seemed a
short, sharp tussle, and grandma flushed faintly. Snip! Snap!
She had undone her stays. She breathed a sigh of relief and,



B THT

sitting on the plush couch, she slowly and carefully pulled off
her elastic-sided boots and stood them side by side.

By the time Fenella had taken off her coat and skirt and
put on her flannel dressing-gown grandma was quite ready.
(p. 326)
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“something
“under”, “a short, sharp tussle”,

“slowly

The hard square of brown soap would not lather and
the water in the bottle was like a kind of blue jelly. How
hard it was, too, to turn down those stiff sheets; you simply
had to tear your way in. If everything had been different,
Fenella might have got the giggles. ... At last she was
inside, and while she lay there panting, there sounded from
above a long, soft whispering, as though someone was gently,
gently rustling among tissue paper to find something. It was
grandma saying her prayers. ... (p. 327)
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What was it? What could it be? It was a small grey foot.
Now another joined it. They seemed to be feeling about for
something; there came a sigh.

“I'm awake, grandma,” said Fenella.

“Oh, dear, am I near the ladder?” asked grandma. “I
thought it was this end.”

“No, grandma, it's the other. I'll put your foot on it. Are
we there?” asked Fenella. (p. 328)
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“It’s land, grandma,” said Fenella, wonderingly, as though
they had been at sea for weeks together. She hugged herself;
she stood on one leg and rubbed it with the toes of the other
foot; she was trembling. Oh, it had all been so sad lately.
Was it going to change? But all her grandma said was,
“Make haste, child. I should leave your nice banana for the
stewardess as you haven't eaten it.” And Fenella put on her
black clothes again and a button sprang off one of her gloves
and rolled to where she couldn’t reach it. They went up on

deck. (p. 328)
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SEHTOMAIES 2 MR 2D TH 5,

V. RAFOHF
WEWERDREICEDC &, FEBEDIRO TN RIS T
{Bo =T DHik o TVEHPL, BHEILENTVLNE
RENGI BHe, BEOATFy FIZEZ FALTWAH LA
DFR > THhD, TOFEFMEEL 7 = 4T 2RI
L7 4 K (Mr. Penreddy) TH 5 Z & 25bhl), #HEBIIEAT
Wb &) B0t 7 A TIIHBORBRICOVWTEGEEKD, X
YU A RONS RIBHICHED AR, HZDRFORICHA o

The hooves of the little horse drummed over the wooden
piles, then sank softly into the sandy road. Not a soul was
to be seen; there was not even a feather of smoke. The mist
rose and fell and the sea still sounded asleep as slowly it

turned on the beach. (p. 329)

WODKEY Lo/ b Y OREMIZREYITH L7200, £72
ANDEELRADWENPSGHNTLZMEZHRR B0, B2
BELMR-oTWBIHIIHAZ D, TRTVEZHEDTWT,
S ICUENRTV S, LOGIHOHIZIE, “sank”, “softly”,
“sandy”, “soul”, “seen”, “smoke”, “sea”, “still’, “sounded”,
“slowly” & [s|OF T T B0 % S flibTw %o [s|OF
EHEP TR PR EEEL o TwE 25, TXTHHITSIC
GBENTVLHTFPESIETHIILoTHEITE STV S,

DWW, NS RBITGIADNIN S RIEESHLDFFORIZE]
#$ 5. ZOFKIF one of the shell-like houses” & FH ST
5o

Fenella put her hand on the gate, and the big, trembling
dew-drops soaked through her glove-tips. Up a little path
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of round white pebbles they went, with drenched sleeping
flowers on either side. Grandma’s delicate white picotees
were so heavy with dew that they were fallen, but their
sweet smell was part of the cold morning. The blinds were
down in the little house; they mounted the steps on to the

veranda. (p. 329)

ZOFIHOF TR, “little” R “white” & W ) FEANH D, F
72, TOBBVUIOLEZATY, “the little cart” (p. 329) <
“the little horse” (p. 329) @ X 9 (2 little” 2HZE LN TV 5,
FLT, 723 I ENEMIE “a small dusky sitting-
room” & T WA A, “small”iZ Lo little” & M #HFETH 5.
“little” R “white” L BE S NI BZ2 5 7 = 4 FI12% L
a5 272THAH ) fEMOEETIEY =) ¥ b v OIHEED
ERZEREICE TN TWz2, Fhx LT, “little”% “small”
EIRBESNIMRE 7 242 7050 LNH s 7R TH Y, &
52 white” | ZWE [ & 0 5 O Z K5, T72, M7 =
7RI E o & (gently”) #IL TV LAY, ZOREGEINS b
72 AT AEL ISP LN L. BERZHICEENA
BRI S, BLIICHEFNZZLTELM|FICT 2 4 728
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HHEEDH I Walter!” & F= & 2T % &, AJEEIZ“Ts that you,
Mary?” ([ X 7 V) —, B2 ? 1) (p.329) LG 2 2D [
2 b o7k IcBLHEVRAE] (“a deep voice that sounded
half stifled”, p. 329) 25 Z 2 TL %0 7 = 4 7 IIHLXOLE I
BRI, HXOFEZHDTH L, ML LHBIEBHEVO%LE
REV)BRbHWIZHEZPTE) SOZADHEOPTEV
LIBZOL T2 ATICRLEE G RTDTERVIES )
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On the table a white cat, that had been folded up like a
camel, rose, stretched itself, yawned, and then sprang on to
the tips of its toes. Fenella buried one cold little hand in the
white, warm fur, and smiled timidly while she stroked and
listened to grandma’s gentle voice and the rolling tones of

grandpa. (p. 330)

ZZTh 7, “white" & little” & W ) BEF AL b T
Who F72, p. 329051 HICH T B cold" 03 OB 5
COBWTIE, 7R IBEL B iOF 2 VO
POEBLEHOPIID T, TR TS, MO [HLV]
(“gentle voice”) EHIAD [X {#L7] (“the rolling tones”)
EMELRNS, EEFLIIMEATY S, XL DFE,
BToPINhS 7242 T72BELBATINSLDTIZRAV,E
W) IR R b
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There, lying to one side of an immense bed, lay grandpa.
Just his head with a white tuft and his rosy face and long
silver bead showed over the quilt. He was like a very old,

wide-awake bird. (p. 330)
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