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Characteristics of future orientation in junior high school students:

— Focused on gender differences and disparity in ages of elementary school
and junior high school students —
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Abstract

Junior high school students in early adolescence usually have uncertain dreams about
their future. Their images of “life orientation” are vague and unrealistic. The present study
examined junior high school students’ dreams and hopes for their future and the types of life
they intend to live by focusing on gender differences and differences between elementary
school and junior high school students. We conducted a two-way analysis of variance with
gender differences and developmental stages as independent variables and three types of
future orientation scores (improving good sense orientation, family orientation, and rich-person
orientation) as dependent variables. The results indicated that elementary school students had
significantly higher scores than junior high school students for the three orientation types,
suggesting that elementary school students might perceive their future more positively and
ambitiously than junior high school students. Moreover, girls had significantly more family
orientation than boys. In contrast, boys showed significantly more rich-person orientation
than girls.
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Junior high school students, Future orientation, Gender differences, Differences depending
on developmental stages
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