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Student Nurses’ Images of Older Adults with Dementia and Their Influencing Factors:

A Literature Review
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Abstract

The objective of this study is to shed light on student nurses’ images of older adults with dementia and
identify factors that affect such images through a review of existing literature. The findings could inform
geriatric nursing practices for older adults with dementia in the future.

Students from all school years were found to hold negative images of older adults with dementia. Freshmen
and sophomores tended to hold negative stereotypical images generated through mass media; in contrast,
juniors and seniors tended to hold negative images generated as a result of involvement with older adults
with dementia in clinical training. While freshmen and sophomores held almost no positive images, the number
of such images increased among juniors, and further increased among seniors, resulting from a sense of
accomplishment obtained through clinical training.

These findings suggest that, for learning involvement with the older adults with dementia as geriatric
nursing education, freshmen and sophomores should be given opportunities to come into contact with older
adults with dementia, while for juniors and seniors, conferences should be held for sharing their experiences in
and feelings about their encounters with such patients during clinical training.
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