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The Effects of Orthography on the Semantic Impression of Onomatopoeic
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This study is designed to show the effects of orthography on the semantic impression of onomatopoeic words.
There were 71 participants in the study, all of whom were native Japanese-speaking undergraduate students.
The mean age of the participants was 21.4. The evaluation was to be carried out on 10 onomatopoeic words.
The participants evaluated them on a 7-point scale using 11 adjective pairs. Factor analysis resulted in the
extraction of three factors. Each factor was named according to the order of evaluation, potency, and activity.
A t-test, which compared the factor scores of the katakana condition with those of the hiragana condition,
showed significant differences in all factors. Under the evaluation factor and the potency factor, the scores of
the hiragana condition were higher than that of the katakana condition. One the other hand, the score of the
katakana condition was higher than that of the hiragana condition under the activity factor. This result implies
that the semantic impression of onomatopoeic words changes with orthography.
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