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Three-year longitudinal study of academic attainment in female high school
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students and parents’ expectations
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Abstract

Correlations between parental expectations and academic attainment of female, private high school students
were examined, based on students' self-reports at three time points: first-, second-, and third-graders.
Parental expectations were assessed by focusing on expectations regarding daughters' acceptance into high-
ranking universities. Results indicated that daughters' academic performance of Japanese, mathematics, and
English in the first-grade increased parental expectations in the first-grade. Moreover, academic performance
of Japanese in the first-grade increased parents expectations in the second grade, and these expectations
increased academic attainment in the third-grade. Furthermore, academic performance of English in the first-
grade increased parents' expectations in the second grade. However, the expectations did not affect academic
attainment in the third grades. Reasons of the difference of the influence of parents' expectations on their

daughters' academic attainment among 3 subjects were discussed.
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