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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to find characteristics of the principal’s qualification and appointment system in
South Korea. For this, we have investigated the legal regulations and recent policies concerning the principal’s
qualification and appointment. We have especially focused on the promotional appointment pathway in the
principal appointment system.

The qualification criteria of principals are described in Elementary/Middle School Education Law, Education
Official Law, and School Teacher Qualification Act in South Korea. These regulations emphasize the teaching
experiences and mandate to take the qualification training program prior to the principal appointment. The
promotional principal appointment pathway is managed at the national level according to its systemized/detailed
criteria. It evaluates candidate’s qualification/ability in multiple aspects including carrier, performance record,
training score, etc. It emphasizes the abundant experience as an educator or education administrator. It also
highlights sound and sincere characters as an educator including professionalism for education activity support,
teacher support, and administration/office management. In addition, it pursues the improvement of characters
and abilities through training, research, and re-education at graduate school level.
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