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Evaluation on English Curriculums at Elementary Schools in Japan and Korea: Based on
Questionnaire Survey Conducted to Junior High School English Teachers
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Abstract

This study is based on questionnaire survey about evaluation of elementary school English curriculum,
conducted among 1,167 junior-high school teachers in both Japan and South Korea. As a result of analysis,
teachers of both countries have felt the influence of elementary school English curriculum among their students.
South Korean students whom have experienced English education as a part of compulsory subjects, have adapted
better to first grade English course at junior-high schools. High significance was found in both nations, but in
different areas. In Japan, “foreign language activities” have influenced ‘familiar to English, fundamental skills for
intercultural communication’. By contrast, in South Korea, elementary school English curriculum showed high
significance with the factors related to English skills. This is clearly indicated by the outcome that 89% of South
Korean students feel ‘differential in English skills and 51.5% of students have lost interest in English while their
elementary education. In addition, the English teachers of junior-high school were all skillful in intercultural
communication, whom tend to believe that elementary English curriculum should aim for ‘focusing on increase
curiosity of students towards English and experience to interact with foreign people, and the target should only be
set as ability to communicate satisfactorily in their daily lives’
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