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Current Status and Problems in Training for the Development of Special Needs Education Coordinators:

A Study on the Training Programs Provided by Public Agencies
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Abstract

This study clarifies the current status and problems in training for the development of special needs
education coordinators provided by public agencies. I collected data on training programs from 42 prefectures,
limiting the target of the research to the prefectural boards of education. I then compared the data with the
results of nationwide research conducted by the National Institute of Special Needs Education in order to
evaluate the current state of special needs education in relation to when it was first institutionalized. The
comparison revealed a distinct difference in the focus points of prescribed training and general training,
suggesting that the training contents, including the specialized training given to people other than coordinators,
needs to be fully examined in the future. In addition, in the context of the increasing number of training
programs where coordinators’ different levels of experience are taken into account, it is necessary for future
studies to investigate whether the contents of such programs are appropriate or not. In the data of this
research, the training for newly-appointed coordinators focused on the role of the coordinator, framework
development at school, and understanding and response to disorders. In contrast, the training for experienced
coordinators focused on understanding disorders and assessment.
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