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Functions of Mythic Images in Shanghai:
Reading the Yokomitsu Riichi Shanghai
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Abstract

This is an attempt to analyze and elucidate the imagery and connotations in the texts of Shanghai
byYokomitsu Riichi. Those depicted beings such as the sea and the river shrouded in mist at night, ditches
full of garbage and carcasses of little animals, a steamed Turkish bath, and a boat loaded with bodily wastes
indicate that Shanghai is not merely a typical piece of the Shinkankakuha (the New Sensation School). Rather,
through these images, the circular structure and mythic dimension is represented.
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